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Stay in Andalusia of two Sa'dian princes 

AFTER THE BATTLE OF EL-QSAR EL-KEBIR (1589 - 1595) 


Chantal de la Veronne, “Sejour en Andalousie de deux princes Sa'diens apres la bataille 
d'El-Qsar el-Kebir (1589-1595),” Revue de l'Occident musulman et de la Mediterranee, 
(Presses universitaires de Provence, Aix-en-Provence; 1970) 7: 187-194. 

To my knowledge this is the first English translation of this article. It is a fascinating 
account of two Sa’adian princes that fled Morocco on the eve of the Battle of the Three 
Kings in 1578. They first sought refuge in Portugal where they stayed for eleven years. 
For unknown reasons they were moved to Andalucia at the end of 1589 where they 
remained. It was not clear how they were related other than being uncle and nephew to 
each other and the uncle was a nephew of al-Mansur. After consulting several sources, 
they are as follows. Moulay en-Nacer was a son of Abdallah al-Ghalib, the 2 nd Emir of 
Morocco. The brother of en-Nacer was the 3 rd Emir of Morocco and his name was Abu 
Abdallah Mohammed II; aka Al-Mutawakkil. Chantal de la Veronne names him as 
Moulay Mh'ammed [el-Mesloukh] in this article. A son of the 3 rd Emir was Moh'ammed 
ech-Cheikh who was born around 1566. The 3 rd Emir was killed during the battle; his 
brother had fled the night before and his son managed to get out through the port of 
Mazagan shortly after the battle. One of the two certainly returned to Morocco after 
seventeen years - an eleven-year self-imposed exile in Portugal followed by a six-year 
period of restricted living in Andalucia. While the fate of the other prince remains 
unknown, from what is known, it seems unlikely that he returned to Morocco. 

As all of the Saadi were sharifienne, i.e. a descendant of the Prophet, for clarity I have 
used Cherif when the author is writing about the reigning Sultan and sharif for other 
members of the dynasty; both are accepted spellings. 

The footnotes are exactly as found in the original which follows, starting on page 11. 


[Comments], images, and maps are additions by the translator. 


Brian A. Smith, D.C. 
Orlando, Florida 


Stay in Andalusia of two Sa'dian princes after the battle of El-Qsar el-Kebir (1589 - 1595) 

Translation by Brian A. Smith, D.C. ® 2020 

On 4 August 1578 the two pretenders to the throne of Morocco perished in the battle 
which took place on the banks of the wadi el-Mekhazen. The pretenders were Moulay 
'Abd el-Malek and his nephew Moulay Mh'ammed [el-Mesloukh]. The King of Portugal, 
Sebastien I, who supported Moulay Mh'ammed, was also killed there. In Morocco power 
was taken by a brother of 'Abd el-Malek, Moulay Ah'med el-Man§ur; in Portugal it fell to 
an uncle of the deceased sovereign, the Cardinal-King Henri [Henrique o Casto ]. 

The night which had preceded this battle, known as the Battle of the Three Kings , Moulay 
en-Nacer, a partisan until then of [his uncle] Moulay 'Abd el-Malek and brother of 
Moulay Mh'ammed [el-Mesloukh], ended up siding with his brother and fled to Arzila 
where the Portuguese, who had occupied the city the previous year, had landed; he was to 
stay there for more than a year. 1 [en-Nacer was imprisoned by his brother in 1574; why 
he ended up supporting his jailer is not certain and, as he fled before the battle, his 
support for his brother remained untested.] As for the son of el-Mesloukh, Moulay 
Moh'ammed ech-Cheikh, aged about twelve years, had been able to reach Portugal after 
the battle via Mazagan and had found refuge in Lisbon, 2 where his uncle en-Nacer joined 
him at the end of the year 1579 or at the beginning of 1580. These two sharifs were to 
remain in Portugal until 1589, but upon their arrival they were claimed both by the king 
of Morocco who feared that they would lead a group of the discontented and lay claim to 
the Sa'dien throne; and by the king of Spain wanted them to be under his control in 
Castile. The king understood that the presence of the Moroccan princes in his state would 
be a guarantee for him in his negotiations with Moulay Ah'med el-Man§ur. There was 
obviously no question of letting them go back to Morocco, where their lives would have 
been in danger. As for the Cardinal Infant who reigned in Lisbon, he also did not want to 
get rid of his precious proteges who could serve him in the negotiations he was leading 
with the Moroccans to obtain the release of the Portuguese taken prisoner at el-Q§ar el- 
Kebir. 

On 31 January 1580, Cardinal Henri died without direct heirs. 

By right of succession, Philip II, King of Spain, also became 
King of Portugal. The departure of the two sharifs from 
Portugal was therefore possible since the same sovereign 
reigned over the two Iberian kingdoms. 

At that time the two princes were in Puerto de Peniche where 
they received a visit from Don Antonio, Prior of Crato, at the 
end of August. He was a natural son of the infante Don Luis; 

[as a grandson of Manuel I] he claimed the throne of Portugal 
and had been proclaimed king in Santarem in June. This visit 



1 Les Sources Inedites de I'Histoire du Maroc , 1 st serie, Angleterre, t.l (ParisLondres, 1918), p. 321 & pi. Ill, no. 30. 

2 Lettre de Cristobal de Moura a Philippe II, 21 novembre 1579. Airchivio General de Simancas. Estado. Legajo 397, 
fol. 87. Original. 







must not have pleased Philip II. 3 As soon as the Duke of Alba arrived at the head of the 
Spanish army, the sharifs sent him a letter in Arabic to assure him of their desire to serve 
the King of Spain. 4 At the beginning of September they even came to see the duke and 
sent the caid Hamou ben Hanza to Badajoz where the court was located, but this envoy 
did not manage to see the sovereign. 5 It seems that at this time, members of the 
Portuguese government wanted to be rid of the Moorish children . 6 Philip was annoyed by 
their griping and their perpetual complaining and let them know on December 13 th , from 
Elvas, that he would rule on their fate later, when he saw them. 7 The Duke of Alba, 
however, transmitted to the king a memorandum of the expenses that the maintenance of 
Moulay ech-Cheikh had cost. Until then, nothing had been provided to his uncle, but the 
problem also arose. 8 

Little by little the two princes became suspect. They kept asking for help to return to 
Morocco, and in 1583 they tried to persuade Philip II that they were loved by the reigning 
Cherif. 9 If the King of Spain wanted the princes to remain in his custody in order to retain 
a means of putting pressure on Moulay Ah'med el-Man§ur, he was nevertheless studying 
the possibilities of their return and how he could help them. 10 In July of the same year he 
gave orders that the former viceroy of Meknes, one of the members of the suite of 
children , who was to go from Lisbon to the Court of Castile be well received and well 
treated everywhere during his trip; 300 ducats were to be allocated to him for his travel 
expenses and a guide was to accompany him to Madrid where he was accommodated and 
receive everything he needed. 11 

We do not know what the envoy of the two sharifs obtained and for six years we do not 
know about their life in Portugal; nor for what reason Philip II suddenly decided to bring 
them to Andalusia in 1589. Relations between Morocco and Spain had improved and the 
Spanish government no longer feared that the princes were too close to a coast not far 
from Morocco. But as a precaution they were placed in the personal custody of the Duke 
of Medina Sidonia, the governor of Andalusia. He was ordered to choose a place of 
residence for the children that was neither too close to the sea, nor too inland. The two 
sharifs had to be separated so that they could not communicate with each other 12 (later 
this decision was regretted because the older one was needed to calm the ardor of the 
younger). The Duke immediately established a list of the places which seemed to him the 
most favorable and the government could choose between Lebrija, Villa Martin, Utrera, 
Carmona, el Arahal, Alcala de los Gazules, Bomos, los Molares, el Coronil, Moron, Jerez 


3 Lettre du due d'Albe a Philippe H, 26 & 30 aout 1580. Ibid. Legajo 413, fol.163 & 158 - 159. Originaux 

4 Lettre du due d'Albe a Philippe H, 30 aout 1580. Ibid. fol.158-159. Original. 

5 Lettre du due d'Albe & Gabriel de Zayas, 13 septembre 1580. Ibid. fol. 138. Original. 

6 Lettres diverses de 1580. Ibid. Legajo 418, fol. 175 & 182. Originaux : legajo 414, fol. 314. Copie. 

7 Ibid. Legajo 422. Copie enregistree. 

8 Lettres du due d'Albe a Philippe n des 26 decembre 1580 & 13 janvier 1581. Ibid. Legajo 413, fol. 34 & legajo 414, 
fol. 38. Copies. 

9 Ibid. Legajo 161, fol. 148. Original. 

10 Lettre de Philippe II au comte de Portalegre, 11 mars 1583. Ibid. Legajo 163, Minute. 

11 Ordre de Philippe II & lettres du meme au comte de Portalegre & au corregidorde Badajoz, 25 juill 1583. Ibid. Mins. 

12 Avis de Philippe II pour le due de Medina Sidonia, 21 mars 1589. Ibid. Legajo 166. Minute. 




de la Frontera and Arcos. With the exception of Carmona, all of these places were south 
of Seville and most of them had a fortress. 13 The duke recommended Carmona and 
Utrera, or el Coronil and Lebrija, and asked the king to plan how to ensure the supplies 
for the princes and their retinue, because the harvests had been bad in Andalusia and the 
drought was great. 14 On May 7 th Philippe replied to the Duke that he approved the choice 
of Carmona and Utrera and that he did what was necessary to ensure that the safety of the 
princes was guaranteed; he recommended that the Duke make sure that nothing was 
missing and that they were satisfied with the way they would be treated. 15 

Moulay en-Nacer was to go to Utrera and his nephew to Carmona. With help from 
Seville, the marquis of Villanueva del Rio, and the corregidor de Carmona received 
instructions to prepare accommodation and service. 

On May 8 th the two princes left Lisbon and arrived in Seville May 19 th after passing 
through Badajoz - which was not the way planned - accompanied by their respective 
suites: Moulay ech-Cheikh took thirty-six men including the caid el-Man§ur, six women, 
a child and nine horses; as for Moulay en-Nacer, he had with him the caid Youssef, 
thirty-eight men, six women and two children. The nephew received 4,778 Portuguese 
reals per day and the uncle 5,195. These sums were so insufficient for such a number of 
people that, from the start of their Andalusian stay, the two groups of Moroccans hardly 
had enough to eat. 16 The whole history of their life during this period will be only a long 
series of complaints; Philippe II did not increase their credit and the governor of 
Andalusia could not requisition from the inhabitants of the two chosen localities more 
than he had done for the installation of the sharifs. 

In Utrera, despite his house arrest and his isolation, Moulay en-Nacer received news from 
Morocco quite frequently. In June of this same year 1589, a letter arrived from a 
marabout of the mountains of northern Morocco, Fares el-Hintati, who asked the prince 
to come because the whole country wanted him as sovereign. 17 A few years later he had 
to ask for these devotions and, because of his absence, he had to win back Morocco. The 
arrival of the Moroccan princes in Andalusia therefore rightly worried the reigning Cherif 
who wanted, through his intermediary, Sheikh Rute, to resume talks so that his two 
parents [relatifs would probably have been a better word choice than parents ] were 
handed over to him. 18 He had no more success than in 1580. 

In July Moulay en-Nacer sent one of his caids to the Court of Castile to beg the king to 
help him. He had sold what he owned and had received only 600 ducats from the 
authorities. 19 Then he wanted to go to Madrid in person with his retinue saying that if he 
was put in prison he would at least be fed. 20 On July 17 th he wrote to the Duke of Medina 


13 Ibid. Original. 

14 Reponse du due de Medina Sidonia, 27 mars 1589. Ibid. Original. 

15 Ibid. Original. 

16 Lettres duede Medina Sidonia a Philippe II, 30 mai & 22 Juin 1589 & a Martin de Idiaquez, 22 Juin 1589. Ibid, Orig. 

17 Ibid. Traduction espagnole. 

18 Lettre du due de Medina Sidonia a Philippe II, 22 juin 1589. Ibid. Original. 

19 Lettre du due de Medina Sidonia a Martin de Idiaquez, 13 juillet 1589. Ibid. Original. 

20 Lettre de Paulo Sebastian au due de Medina Sidonia, 17 juillet 1589. Ibid. Original. 



Sidonia to remind him of the assurances that Philip II had given him when he arrived 
from Portugal to let him return to Morocco, and to complain about his lack of money. 21 
The duke forwarded this letter to the king and replied to the sharif that Portuguese policy 
was the cause of the delay in the arrival of the funds promised, but he in turn begged 
Philip II to double the pension granted to the two princes when they were in Portugal 
because of the difficulties to get supplies to Andalusia. 22 In reality, the Spanish 
government did not want to pay the pensions of these princes that the government of 
Lisbon had assumed ten years ago, despite their change of residence .... Did the king do 
anything for en-Nacer? Medina Sidonia insisted on the fact that the princes had put 
themselves under the protection of the sovereign and that they gave him much trouble 
because of their distress. Rodrigo de Abrego Melgarego had been commissioned to look 
after en-Nacer, but without government orders there was little the Duke could do. 23 

In Carmona, the situation was no better. The corregido, Don Estevan Nunez de Valdivia, 
had lodged Moulay ech-Cheikh in the alcazar; he had procured wheat and barley at the 
price of the tax. To accommodate the prince's suite, he had rented some twenty houses 
near the Alcazar and had requisitioned more than forty beds from the inhabitants of the 
town. The unfortunate townspeople, either in cash or in grains, had to provide 14,849 
reals of silver 24 : on September 12 the corregidor begged the king to reimburse them this 
sum, because they could no longer provide more for the needs of the child. 25 It seems that 
no answer came from Madrid and the Duke of Medina Sidonia was as unarmed in 
Carmona as in Utrera. The wheat cost 30 reeds per fanegue and the barley 16, but they 
could not afford them at this price and the duke demanded that they be paid at the price of 
the tax, which was much lower. 26 

The stay of Moroccans in Carmona was not without incidents. They were restless, 
looking for adventures and the women of the city had been ordered not to receive them in 
their homes. One night Moulay ech-Cheikh was found dressed as a Christian and wearing 
sloppy clothes in a house where a woman and her two daughters lived. He was discreetly 
brought home by order of the corregidor and the three women were arrested. A few days 
later, a fight broke out between Moors and Christians. L ’cdguazll mayor was seriously 
injured as well as three or four other people by four Moroccans including the prince's 
chamberlain. The latter were imprisoned and Moulay ech-Cheikh, unable to get them 
released, took the road to Madrid to complain to the king. 27 The Duke of Medina Sidonia, 
warned by the corregidor , tried to calm the child and wrote to the king's secretary that it 


21 Ibid. Original, avec signature en arabe. 

22 Lettres du due de Medina Sidonia a Philippe & a Martin de Idiaquez, 18 juillet 1589. Ibid. Originaux. 

23 Lettres du due de Medina Sidonia a Martin de Idiaquez, 17 aout & 6 novembre 1589. Ibid. Originaux. 

24 According to the testimony of the writer Gabriel de Villalobos of 12 September 1589, this sum was distributed as 
follows: 2,200 reals taken from the revenue of the city of Carmona, 5,950 reals taken from the public granary ( posito) 
of the city, 4,620 requisitioned on the inhabitants and 115 1/2 wheat fanegues at 18 reals!fanegue taken in the 
posito and estimated at 2,079 reals (Ibid. Original). 

25 Lettre du corregidor de Carmona a Philippe II, 12 septembre 1589. Ibid. Original. 

26 Lettre du due de Medina Sidonia a Margin de Idiaquez, 6 novembre 1589. Ibid. Original. Le ble etait taxe a 18 reaux 
la fanegue. See supra, no 24. 

27 Lettre du corregidor de Carmona au duode Medina Sidonia, 17 novembre 1589. Ibid. Original. 



would be good to put him under the supervision of his uncle Moulay en-Nacer and to 
separate him from his retinue. 28 

The residence in Spain of these two princes did not entail 
only financial complications. The Spanish government did 
not want to break with Moulay Ah'med el-Man§ur and it 
was necessary to prevent or at least to delay as much as 
possible their return to Morocco. Their presence in 
Andalusia caused unrest among the Moors and they 
became a cause of embarrassment for the country which 
had given them asylum. On the side of Moulay ech- 
Cheikh the question was easily settled: the prince 
converted to Christianity and was baptized at the Escorial 
on 3 November 1593 in the Capilla Mayor con grande 
solemnidad. Philippe II was the child's godfather and 
Isabelle the godmother. The new Christian received the 
name of Don Felipe Xariffe. 29 He then became a cavalier 
of Santiago and was made a Grandee of Spain. He first lived in Castile with a pension 
from the king. He lived on calle de las Huertas in Madrid, not far from the home of 
Miguel de Cervantes." 30 

In Utrera, living conditions had improved: a pension was granted to Moulay en-Nacer. 
But the prince's complaints had not ceased because he wanted to reconquer the throne 
occupied by his uncle, the reigning Cherif; he maintained correspondence with his former 
partisans and dreamed only of returning to Morocco. He finally received the 
authorization of Philip II to leave Spain in November 1593. It was made clear to him that 
he would not be provided with men or money and he would not receive any assistance for 
the crossing. The Duke of Medina Sidonia succeeded in persuading him to wait, before 
embarking, until Philip II had obtained from Moulay Ah'med el-Man§ur the promise to 
welcome him. 31 Moulay en-Nacer wanted to leave without further ado, 32 but Philippe II 
had started negotiations on this subject with the Moroccan sovereign that were to last 
nearly two years. 33 

Although Moulay Ah'med el-Mangur continued to not answer his nephew in Utrera, with 
the authorization of Philip II, he was preparing his departure. He had taken in the people 
of Moulay ech-Cheikh's suite and on 25 May 1594, having received nothing from the 
king since the previous November, he decided to send his card Youssef to the Court with 
a letter asking for effective authorization to leave. 34 The card was in charge of pointing 

28 Lettre du due de Medina Sidonia & Martin de Idiaquez, 22 novembre 1589. Ibid. Original. 

29 Les Sources Inedites de I'Btstoire du Maroc, lere serie, France, t. II, p. 204 et Pays-bas, t.l, p. 42, n. I. 

30 Ibid, lere serie, Angleterre, t.l, PI. m, genealogie des princes de la dynastie sa'dienne, no 30. Voir aussi Henry de 
Castries, "Princes musulmans convertis au Christianisme," dans Memori al Benrl Basset (Paris, 1928), t.l, p, 142, n. 
2. Moulay ech-Cheikh est signale encore en 1608. 

31 Lettre du due de Medina Sidonia a Philippe II, 30 novembre 1593. Ibid. Legajo 170. Original. 

32 Lettre de Moulay en-Nacer au due de Medina Sidonia, Utrera, 3 decembre 1593. Ibid. Copie. 

33 On these negotiations see Ibid. Legajos 170 and 174. Correspondence between Philippe II, the duke of Medina 
Sidonia, Martin de Idiaquez and Baltasar Polo, envoy of the king of Spain in Morocco. 

34 Lettre de Moulay en-Nacer a Philippe II, Utrera, 25 mai 1594. Ibid, Legajo 174. Original avec signature arabe. 








out to the sovereign that the thirty Moroccans following Moulay ech-Cheikh had 
significantly increased the expenses to the child for six months. He also had to ask Philip 
II to ensure the transport by sea of all Moroccans from Utrera. 35 But as the king of 
Morocco still did not answer about the reception he intended to reserve for his nephew, 
the Spanish government made no decision regarding his departure, despite the desire in 
Spain to see these turbulent guests leave, whose numbers were constantly growing in the 
small Andalusian town; several of the prince's partisans wanted to join him, and at the 
beginning of December seven men had arrived via Mazagan. The sharifs suite numbered 
more than a hundred people whom he had great difficulty in maintaining. 36 

At the end of the year Philippe II finally decided to provide Moulay en-Nacer and all the 
Moroccans who were with him with the means to return to Morocco on condition that 
they did not stay in the fronteras . 37 The prince was drowning in debt, because his pension 
had not been paid to him for eighteen months, so before leaving he decided to leave 
pledges with his creditors as security for payment. One of his faithful servants, Ali Hani, 
was to stay to settle his affairs. 38 His Christian secretary, Gregorio de Salas, who was not 
allowed to accompany the sharif , asked Don Martin de Idiaquez, the king's secretary, to 
charge the Town Council of Utrera 39 ; the caid Youssef ben Brahim also recommended on 
his own Gregorio de Salas to Idiaquez. 40 

The Moroccans waited in great distress and with anxiety to be able to leave. They finally 
left Utrera accompanied by Juan Bautista de Miranda 41 and, on 15 April 1595, from San 
Lucar de Barrameda, residence of the Duke of Medina Sidonia, en-Nacer wrote to Philip 
II that because of embarkation difficulties, he would leave his horses behind and he 
wanted to leave by Malaga and land at Melilla; he asked the sovereign to facilitate his 
trip. 42 On April 16 th he was in the Andalusian port. 43 Orders had been given to the 
proveedor and the corregidor of Malaga for ships to be requisitioned for the passage of 
Moroccans whose misery had not ceased to increase. 44 Officially, the King of Spain did 
not help the Sa'dien pretender to regain Morocco, because the reigning Cherif had still 
not made known his decision, but two ships from Malaga, loaded with wheat and barley 
for Melilla, were chosen to ensure the transport of the small troop, and on Sunday May 
7 th , Moulay en-Nacer set out to sea with a retinue of about 150 people. 45 A third boat took 
twenty horses brought from Utrera. The proveedor Verdugo had provided the necessary 


35 Requete de Moulay en-Nacer [fin juin 1594], Ibid. Copie. 

36 Lettre du due de Medina Sidonia i Martin de Idiaquez, 10 decembre 1594. Ibid. Original. 

37 Lettre de Philippe II au due de Medina Sidonia, 20 decembre 1594. Ibid. Minute. 

38 Lettre de Moulay en-Nacer au duede Medina Sidonia, Utrera, 16 janvier 1595. Ibid. Original avec signature arabe. 
The pension was provided by the Portuguese finances. 

39 Lettre de Moulay en-Nacer a Martin de Idiaquez, Utrera, 7 fevrier 1595. Ibid. Original avec signature arabe. 

40 Lettre de Youssef ben Brahim a Martin de Idiaquez, Utrera, 7 fevrier 1595. Ibid Original. 

41 Extrait d'une lettre de J.B. de Miranda au due de Medina Sidonia, 14 mai 1595. Ibid. Orignal avec signature arabe. 

42 Lettre de Moulay en-Nacer a Philippe H, San Lucar de Barrameda, 15 avril 1595. to/d.Original avec signature arabe. 
43 Lettre du duede Medina Sidonia a Martin de Idiaquez, San Lucar de Barrameda, 16 avril 1595. Ibid. Original. 

44 Lettre du due de Medina Sidonia a Philippe H, San Lucar de Barrameda, 15 avril 1595. Ibid. Original. 

45 Lettre de Francisco Verdugo, proveedor de Malaga, au duede Medina Sidonia, 25 avril 1595. Ibid. Original. 



food for the passengers who disembarked the next day in Melilla. 46 The total cost of the 
trip had not exceeded 200 ducats. 47 

The pretender’s return to Morocco was to end in a tragic fashion. Shortly after his arrival, 
he was able to assemble an army, but he was beaten for the first time on April 3 rd at er- 
Roken by the son of Moulay Ah'med el-Man§ur, Moulay ech-Cheikh. The following 
year, on 18 May 1596, a year after returning to his native country, Moulay en-Nacer was 
killed in Tagmat where his troops had been beaten and where he was killed by the caids 
of his cousin Moulay ech-Cheikh. 48 Not repeating the sad experience of the Portuguese 
during the battle of el-Qcar el Kebir, Spain did not interfere in the matter of the 
succession to the Sa'dian throne, and the threat of insurrection that the north of Morocco 
often placed on the government of Fez was once again defeated. 


Chantal de la Veronne 
National Scientific Research Center 


46 Lettre de J.B. de Miranda au due de Medina Sidonia, 14 mai 1595. Ibid. Copie. 

47 Lettres du due de Medina Sidonia a Martin de Idiaquez, 5 juin, 2 & 12 juillet 1595. Ibid. Originaux. 

48 On Moulay en-Nacer's return to Morocco, which it is not our intention to study here, consult Les Sources inedites de 
I'Histoire du Maroc , 1st series, France, t.ll, p. 42, n. 1 and England, t II, p. 89, sq. 
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Le 4 aoftt 1578 les deux pr4tendants au trbne du Maroc, Moulay 'Abd 
el-Malek et son neveu Moulay Mh'ammed [el-Mesloukh] avaient p4ri dans la 
bataille qui s’4tait d6roulee sur les bords de l'oued el-Mekhazen. Leroide 
Portugal, S4bastien Ier, qui soutenait Moulay Mh’ammed y avait 4galement 
trouv6 la mort. Au Maroc le pouvoir fut pris par un fr&re de ’Abd el-Malek, 
Moulay Ah'med el-Man(jour ; au Portugal il 4choua It un oncle du souverain 
disparu, le cardinal-infant Henri. 

La nuit qui avait pr4c6d6 cette bataille dite des "Trois Rois", unfr4re de 
Moulay Mh’ammed [el-Mesloukh], Moulay en-Nacer, partisan cependant jus- 
que 111 de Moulay 'Abd el-Malek, avait pris le parti de son fr£re et s'4tait 
enfui 3. Arzila oil les Portugais qui avaient oceup6 a nouveau la ville l'an- 
n4e pr4c4dente, avaient d4barqu4 ; il devait y rester plus d’un an 1 . Quant au fils 
d'el-Mesloukh, Moulay Moh'ammed ech-Cheikh, hg§ d'une douzaine d'ann4es 
il avait pu gagner le Portugal apr4s la bataille en passant par Mazagan et 
avait trouv6 refuge a Lisbonne 2 , oh son oncle en-Nacer, le rejoignit a la fin 
de l’ann6e 1579 oil au d4but de 1580. Ces deux ch4rifs devaient rester au 
Portugal jusqu’en 1589, mais d£s leur arriv4e ils furent r4clam4s a la fois 
par le roi du Maroc qui craignait qu'ils ne groupent les m4contents et nere- 
vendiquent le trbne sa'dien, et par le roi d'Espagne qui, comprenant que la 
presence des princes marocains dans ses 6tats serait pour lui une garantie 
dans ses ndgociations avec Moulay Ah’med el-Mangour, voulait qu'ils fussent 
sous son contrdle en Castille. Il n'4tait 4videmment pas question de les lais- 
ser repartir pour le Maroc, oft leur vie eftt 6t4 en danger. Quant au cardinal- 
infant qui r4gnait H Lisbonne, il ne voulait pas non plus se d4faire de ses 
prScieux prot4g4s qui pouvaient lui servir dans les tractations qu'il menait avec 
les Marocains pour obtenir la liberation des Portugais faits prisonniers & 
el-Qgar el-Kebir. 

Le 31 janvier 1580, le cardinal Henri mourut sans hfiritiers directs. 
Par droit de succession, Philippe II, roi d’Espagne, devenait aussi roi de 


1. Les Sources Inedites de I’Histotre du Maroc, l£re sfirie, Angleterre, t.I (Paris- 
Londres, 1918), p. 321 et pi. Ill, n" 30. 

2. Lettre de Cristobal de Moura k Philippe II, 21 novembre 1579. - Archlvo General 
de Simancas. - Estado. - Legajo 397, fol. 87. - Original. 
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Portugal. Le depart du Portugal des deux ch4rifs 6tait done possible puis- 
qu'un m6me souverain r6gnait sur les deux royaumes ib4riques. 

A cette 4poque les deux princes 4taient k Puerto de Peniche od ils re- 
gurent a la fin d'aotlt la visite de don Antonio, prieur de Crato, fils naturel 
de I'enfant don Luis, qui pr4tendait au trbne de Portugal et s'6tait m6me en 
juin fait proclamer roi k Santarem. Cette visite ne dut pas plaire k Philippe 
II 3 . D4s l'arriv6e du due d'Albe k la tfcte de l'arm4e espagnole, les ch6rifs 
lui avaient adress4 une lettre en arabe pour l'assurer de leur d£sir de ser- 
vir le roi d'Espagne 4 5 . Au dfibut de septembre ils fitaient mSme venus voir le 
due et avaient d£p4ch4 k Badajoz oil se trouvait la Cour le cald Hamou ben 
Hanza, mais cet envoyd ne parvint pas k voir le souverain 6 . II semble bien 
qu'sl cette 4poque, les membres du gouvernement portugais aient d6sir4 se 
d4barrasser des "enfants maures" 6 , mais Philippe n m4content de leurs 
plaintes et de leurs perp6tuelles reclamations, leur fit savoir le 13 d6cembre, 
d'Elvas, qu'il statuerait sur leur sort plus tard, quand il les verrait 7 8 . Le 
due d'Albe transmit cependant au roi un m4 moire des frais qu'avait codte 
l'entretien de Moulay ech-Cheikh. Jusque IS. on n'avait rien fourni k son on- 
cle, mais le problSme se posait 6galement°. 

Peu k peu les deux princes devinrent suspects. Ils ne cessaient de de- 
mander qu'on les aidht S. repasser au Maroc, et en 1583 ils essaydrent de 
persuader Philippe II qu'ils 4taient aim4s du ch4rif r4gnant 9 . Si le roi d'Es¬ 
pagne d6 sir ait que les princes restent sous sa garde pour conserver un moyen 
de faire pression sur Moulay Ah'med el-Mangour, il 4tudiait n4anmoins les 
possibilit4s de leur retour et la fagon dont il pourrait les aider 10 . En juillet 
de la m&me ann6e il donna des ordres pour que l'ancien vice-roi de Mekn&s, 
l'un des membres de la suite des "enfants", qui devait se rendre de Lisbonne 
k la Cour de Castille soit partout pendant son voyage bien regu et bien trait4 ; 
300 ducats devaient mime lui &tre allou4s pour ses frais de route et un guide 
devait l’accompagner jusqu'S. Madrid oil il devait &tre log4 et recevoir tout 
ce dont il aurait besoin 11 . 


3. I«ttre du due d'Albe & Philippe n, 26 et 30 aodt 1580. -Ibid . - Legajo 413, fol . 
163 et 158 - 159. - Originaux. 

4. Lettre du due d'Albe a Philippe II, 30 aoClt 1580. -Ibid. - fol. 158-159. - Original. 

5. Lettre du due d'Albe a Gabriel de Zayas, 13 septembre 1580. - Ibid. fol. 138. Ori¬ 
ginal. 

6. Lettres diverses de 1580. - Ibid. -Legajo 418, fol. 175 et 182. - Originaux : lega¬ 
jo 414, fol. 314. - Copie. 

7. Ibid ■ - Legajo 422. - Copie enregistr£e. 

8. Lettres du due d'Albe a Philippe II des 26 d6cembre 1580 et 13 janvier 1581. - Ibid . 

- Legajo 413, fol. 34 et legajo 414, fol. 38. - Copies. 

9. Ibid - Legajo 161, fol. 148. - Original. 

10. Lettre de Philippe II au comte de Portalegre, 11 mars 1583. -Idib. - Legajo 163, 

- Minute. 

11. Ordre de Philippe II et lettres du mSme au comte de Portalegre et au corregidor de 
Badajoz, 25 juillet 1583. - Ibid. - Minutes. 
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On ne sait ce qu'obtint 1'envoy6 des deux ch^rifs et pendant six ans on 
ignore qu'elle fut leur vie au Portugal ; ni pour quelle raison, brusquement 
en 1589, Philippe II d6cida de les faire venir en Andalousie. Les relations 
entre le Maroc et l'Espagne s'€taient am£lior€es et le gouvernement espagnol 
ne craignait plus que les princes ne fussent trop pr£s d'une cbte peu €loign€e 
du Maroc. Mais par precaution on les mit sous la garde personnelle du due 
de Medina Sidonia, le gouverneur de l'Andalousie. Celui-ci regut l'ordre de 
choisir un lieu de residence pour les "enfants" qui ne fut ni trop proche de 
la mer, ni trop k l'int6rieur des terres. Les deux cherifs devaient £tre s£- 
par€s afin qu'ils ne puissent communiquer entre eux 12 (on verra plus tard 
qu'on regretta cette decision car on aurait eu besoin du plus 9g4 pour calmer 
les ardeurs du second). Le due etablit aussitbt une liste des lieux qui lui sem- 
blaient les plus propices et le gouvernement put choisir entre Lebrija, Villa 
Martin, Utrera, Carmona, el Arahal, Alcala de los Gazules, Bornos, los 
Molares, el Coronil, Moron, J6rez de la Frontera et Arcos. Sauf Carmona, 
tous ces endroits se trouvaient au sud de Seville et la plupart etaient nantis 
d’une forteresse 13 . Le due recommandait Carmona et Utrera, ou bien el 
Coronil et Lebrija, et demandait au roi de pr6voir comment assurer le ravi- 
taillement des princes et de leur suite, car les recoltes avaient ete mauvai- 
ses en Andalousie et la secheresse etait grande 14 . Le 7 mai Philippe n r6- 
pondait au due qu'il approuvait le choix de Carmona et d’Utrera et qu'il fai- 
sait le nScessaire pour que la shretA des princes soit garantie ; il lui re¬ 
commandait de faire en sorte que rien ne leur manque et qu'ils soient so- 
ient satisfaits de la fagon dont ils seraient trait^s 15 . 

Moulay en-Nacer devait se rendre k Utrera et son neveu k Carmona. 
L'asistente de Seville, le marquis de Villanueva del Rio, et le corregldor 
de Carmona regurent des instructions pour preparer logements et service. 

Le 8 mai les deux princes quitt£rent Lisbonne et arrivSrent k Seville 
le 19 mai apr&s fetre passes par Badajoz - ce qui n'etait pas le chemin pr£- 
vu - accompagnSs de leurs suites respectives : Moulay ech-Cheikh emmenait 
trente six hommes dont le caid el-Mangour, six femmes, un enfant et neuf 
chevaux ; quant k Moulay en-Nacer, il avait avec lui le caid Youssef, trente 
huit hommes, six femmes et deux enfants. Le neveu recevait 4. 778 r6aux 
portugais par jour et l'oncle 5.195. Ces sommes Etaient si insuffisantes pour 
un tel nombre de personnes que, d£s le d6but de leur s6jour andalou, les 
deux groupes de Marocains eurent 9. peine de quoi se nourrir 1 ®. Toute I'his- 
toire de leur vie durant cette p6riode ne sera d'ailleurs qu'une longue suite 
de reclamations ; Philippe II n'augmentait pas ses credits et le gouverneur 


12. Avis de Philippe II pour Le due de Medina Sidonia, 21 mars 1589. - Ibid. - Legajo 
166. - Minute. 

13. Ibid. - Original. 

14. R6ponse du due de Medina Sidonia, 27 mars 1589. - Ibid. - Original. 

15. Ibid. - Original. 

16. Lettres du due de Madina Sidonia & Philippe II, 30 mai et 22 juin 1589 et & Martin 
de Idiaquez, 22 juin 1589. - Ibid. - Originaux. 
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de I'Andalousie ne pouvait rSquisitionner sur les habitants des deux localitys 
choisies plus qu’il n'avait fait pour 1'installation des ch6rifs. 

A Utrera, malgrd sa residence surveill6e et son isolement, Moulay en- 
Nacer recevait assez fr^quemment des nouvelles du Maroc. En juin de cette 
mfeme ann6es 1589, arriva une lettre d'un marabout de la montagnedu nord 
marocain, FarSs el-Hintati, qui demandait au prince de venir car tout le pays 
le voulait comme souverain 17 . Quelques ann6es plus tard il devait se rendre 
k ces priSres et, pour sa perte, regagner le Maroc. L’arriv€e des princes 
marocains en Andalousie inqui6ta done k juste titre le ch6rif regnant qui vou- 
lut, par l'interm6diaire du cheikh Rute reprendre ses pourparlers pour que 
ses deux parents iui fussent livr^s^. Il ne devait pas avoir plus de succ&s 
qu’en 1580. 

En juillet Moulay en-Nacer envoya un de ses calds k la Cour de Castille 
supplier le roi de le secourir. Il avait vendu ce qu’il poss&dait et n’avait re- 
qu des autorit6s que 600 ducats 19 . Puis il voulut se rendre en personne k 
Madrid avec sa suite disant que s'il dtait mis en prison, il serait au moins 
nourri 20 . Le 17 juillet il 6crivit au due de Medina Sidonia pour lui rappeler 
l'assurance que Philippe II lui avait donnde lors de son arrivde du Portugal 
de le laisser retourner au Maroc, et pour se plaindre de son manque d'ar¬ 
gent 21 . Le due transmit cette lettre au roi et r6pondit au ch€rif que la po¬ 
litique portugaise 6tait seule cause du retard de l’arriv6e des fonds promis, 
mais il supplia k son tour Philippe II de doubler la pension accordde aux 
deux princes quand ils 6taient au Portugal k cause des difficulty qu'on avait £ 
se ravitailler en Andalousie 22 . En rdalitd le gouvernement espagnol ne vou¬ 
lait pas prendre en charge, malgr€ leur changement de residence, la pen¬ 
sion de ces princes que le gouvernement de Lisbonne avait assum£e depuis 
dix ans... Le roi fit-il quelque chose pour en-Nacer ? Medina Sidonia in- 
sistait sur le fait que les princes s'4taient mis sous la protection du sou¬ 
verain et qu'ils lui donnaient beaucoup d'ennui k cause de leur d£tresse. 
Rodrigo de Abrego Melgarego avait 6t6 charg6 de s’occuper d’en-Nacer, mais 
sans ordres du gouvernement, le due ne pouvait faire grand chose 23 . 

A Carmona, la situation n'4tait pas meilleure. Le correct dor , don 
Estevan Nunez de Valdivia, avait h6berg6 Moulay ech-Cheikh dans l' alcazar 
de la ville. Depuis son arrivfie, le 29 mai, il lui avait pr£t6 de l’argent et 

17. Ibid, - Traduction espagnole. 

18. Lettre du due de Medina Sidonia k Philippe II, 22 juin 1589. - Ibid. - Original. 

19. Lettre du due de Medina Sidonia k Martin de Idiaquez, 13 juillet 1589. - Ibid. - Ori¬ 
ginal. 

20. Lettre de Paulo Sebastian au due de Medina Sidonia, 17 juillet 1589. - Ibid. - Ori¬ 
ginal. 

21. Ibid. - Original, avec signature en arabe. 

22. Lettres du due de Medina Sidonia & Philippe et k Martin de Idiaquez, 18 juillet 1589. 
- Ibid . - Originaux. 

23. Lettres du due de Medina Sidonia k Martin de Idiaquez, 17 aotlt et 6 novembre 1589. 
-Ibid . - Originaux. 
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lui avait procure du bl6 et de l'orge au prix de la taxe. Pour loger la suite 
du prince, il avait lou6 pr&s de V alcazar une vingtaine de maisons et il a- 
avait requisition^ chez les habitants de la ville plus de quarante lits. Les 
malheureux citadins, soit en espfeces soit en grains, avaient dd fournir 
14.849 r£aux d'argent 24 : le 12 septembre le corregidor supplia le roi de 
leur rembourser cette somme, car ils ne pouvaient plus subvenir davantage 
aux besoins de l'"enfant"®. II setnble bien qu'aucune r^ponse ne vint de Ma¬ 
drid et le due de Medina Sidonia etait aussi d6sarm6 h Carmona qu'h Utrera. 
Le bl4 valait 30 r£aux la fan&gue et l'orge 16, aussi ne pouvait-on s'en pro¬ 
curer k ce prix et le due demandait qu'on ptlt les payer au prix de la taxe 
qui £tait beaucoup moins eieve®. 

Le s£jour des Marocains & Carmona ne se passait pas sans incidents. 
Ils s'agitaient, cherchaient des aventures, et les femmes de la ville avaient 
regu l'ordre de ne plus les recevoir chez elles. Une nuit, Moulay ech-Cheikh 
fut trouv4 habilie en chr6tien et en tenue n6glig4e dans une maison habitue 
par une femme et ses deux filles. II fut ramen6 discrStement chez lui par 
ordre du corregidor et les trois femmes furent arr£t4es. Quelques jours 
plus tard, une rixe 6 data entre Maures et chr£tiens. L‘ al guazil mayor fut 
gri£vement bless6 ainsi que trois ou quatre autres personnes parquatre Ma¬ 
rocains dont le cam^rier du prince. Ces derniers furent emprisonn€s et 
Moulay ech-Cheikh, n'ayant pu les faire lib£rer prit le chemin de Madrid 
pour se plaindre au roi 27 . Le due de Medina Sidonia, averti par le c orregidor, 
essaya de calmer 1'" enfant" et Scrivit au secretaire du roi qu'il serait bon 
de le mettre sous la surveillance de son oncle Moulay en-Nacer et de le s6- 
parer de sa suite? 8 . 

La residence en Espagne de ces deux princes n'entrafnait par unique- 
ment des complications financiferes. Le gouvemoment espagnol ne voulait par 
rompre avec Moulay Ah'med el-Mangour et il fallait empScher ou tout au 
moins retarder le plus possible leur retour au Maroc. Leur presence en An- 
dalousie provoquait de l'agitation chez les morisques et ils devenaient une 
cause d'embarras pour le pays qui leur avait donn6 asile. Du cbt6 de Moulay 
ech-Cheikh la question fut facilement r6gl6e : le prince se convertit au chris- 
tianisme et fut baptist k l'Escorial le 3 novembre 1593 dans la "capilla mayor 
con grande solemnidad". Philippe II etait le parrain de l'enfant et Isabelle la 


24. D'apr&s le t^moignage de l'6crivaln Gabriel de Villalobos du 12 septembre 1589, cette 
somme se r€partissait ainsi : 2.200 r£aux pris dans les recettes de la ville de Carmona, 
5.950 rfiaux pris, dans le grenier public (post to) de la ville, 4.620 r6aux r£quisitionn£s sur 
les habitants et 115 fan&gues 1/2 de bl6 4 18 r6aux la fan4gue prises dans le pos tto et estim^es 
4 2.079 r6aux (Ibid . - Original). 

25. Lettre du corregidor de Carmona 4 Philippe II, 12 septembre 1589. - Ibid. - Ori¬ 
ginal. 

26. Lettre du due de Medina Sidonia 4 Margin de Idiaquez, 6 novembre 1589. - Ibid. - 
Original. Le bl6 6tait tax6 4 18 r£aux la fanfegue. Voir supra, n° 24. 

27. Lettre du corregidor de Carmona au due de Medina Sidonia, 17 novembre 1589. - 
Ibid■ - Original. 

28. Lettre du due de Medina Sidonia 4 Martin de Idiaquez, 22 novembre 1589. - Ibid. 
- Original. 
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marraine. Le nouveau chr€tien regut le nom de "don Felipe Xariffe" 30 . Ilde- 
vint ensuite chevalier de Santiago et fut fait grand d'Espagne. II v6cut d€sor- 
mais en Castille avec une pension du roi. II habitait Madrid, calle de las 
Huertas, non loin de la demeure de Miguel de Cervantes 30 . 

A Utrera les conditions de vie s'6taient am£lior6es : une pension avait 
6t6 accord6e k Moulay en-Nacer. Mais les reclamations du prince n'avaient 
pas cess# pour autant car celui-ci voulait toujours reconqu£rir le trbne qu'oc- 
cupait son oncle, le ch6rif regnant ; il entretenait des correspondances avec 
ses anciens partisans et ne rfevait que de retourner au Maroc. II regut en- 
fin l'autorisation de Philippe II de quitter l'Espagne en novembre 1593. II lui 
6tait seulement precise qu'on ne lui fournirait ni hommes ni argent et qu'il 
ne recevrait aucune aide pour sa traversee. Le due de Medina Sidonia parvint 
k le persuader d'attendre, avant de s’embarquer, que Philippe II ait obtenu 
de Moulay Ah'med el-Mangour la promesse de le bien accueillir 31 . Moulay 
en-Nacer voulait partir sans plus attendre 32 „ mais Philippe II avait entame 
des negociations k son sujet avec le souverain marocain qui devaient durer 
pr£s de deux ans 33 . 

Bien que Moulay Ah'med el-Mangour continual a ne pas donner sa r£- 
ponse, a Utrera son neveu, fort de l'autorisation de Philippe II, pr£parait 
son depart. II avait recueilli les gens de la suite de Moulay ech-Cheikh et le 
25 mai 1594, n'ayant rien regu du roi depuis le mois de novembre precedent , 
il d€cida d'envoyer son caid Youssef k la Cour porteur d'une lettre demandant 
l'autorisation effective de partir 34 . Le caTd 6tait charge de faire remarquer au 
souverain que les trente Marocains de la suite de Moulay ech-Cheikh avaient 
notablement augments depuis six mois les d€penses de 1'"enfant". Il devait 
aussi prier Philippe II d'assurer le transport par mer de tous les Marocains 
d'Utrera 35 . Mais comme le roi du Maroc ne r§pondait toujours pas au sujet 
de l'accueil qu'il comptait r6server k son neveu, le gouvemement espagnol 
ne prit aucune decision concernant le depart de celui-ci, malgre le d£sir 
qu'on avait en Espagne de voir s'en aller ces h&tes turbulents dont le nombre 
ne cessait de croltre dans la petite ville andalouse ; plusieurs partisans du 

29. ies Sources Inedites de l'Blstolre du Maroc, ISre sSrie, France, t.II, p. 204 et 
Pays-bas, t.I, p. 42, n. L. 

30. Ibid, lfere sSrie, Angleterre, t.I, PI. in, gSnSalogie des princes de la dynastic 
sa'dienne, n° 30. Voir aussi Henry de Castries, ’’Princes musulmans convertis au Christia- 
nisme, " dans Memorial Henri Basset (Paris, 1928), t.I, p, 142, n. 2. Moulay ech-Cheikh est 
signal^ encore en 1608. 

31. Lettre du due de Medina Sidonia & Philippe II, 30 novembre 1593. - Ibid. - Legajo 
170. - Original. 

32. Lettre de Moulay en-Nacer au due de Medina Sidonia, Utrera, 3 dScembre 1593. 
- Ibid. - Copie. 

33. Sur ces nSgociations voir ibid. - Legajos 170 et 174. - Correspondence entre Philippe 
II, le due de Medina Sidonia, Martin de Idiaquez et Baltasar Polo, envoys du roi d'Espagne 
au Maroc. 

34. Lettre de Moulay en-Nacer & Philippe II, Utrera, 25 mai 1594. -Ibid. - Legajo 
174. - Original avec signature arabe. 

35. RequSte de Moulay en-Nacer [fin juin 1594]. - Ibid. - Copie. 
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prince voulaient en effet le rejoindre, et au d6but de d6cembre sept hommes 
6taient arrives en passant par Mazagan. La suite du ch6rif se montait a. plus 
de cent personnes qu'il avait beaucoup de mal k entretenir 36 . 

A la fin de l'ann6e Philippe II d6cida enfin de fournir & Moulay en-Nacer 
et k tous les Marocains qui 6taient avec lui les moyens de regagner le Maroc 
k condition qu'ils ne s6journent pas dans les fronteras 31 . Le prince 6tait cou- 
vert de dettes, car depuis dix-huit mois sa pension ne lui 6tait pas vers6e, 
aussi avant de partir prit-il la decision de laisser des gages k ses cr^anciers 
en garantie de paiement. Un de ses fiddles, Ali Hani, devait rester pour r6- 
gler ses affaires 38 . Le secretaire chr6tien, Gregorio de Salas, ne devait pas 
accompagner le ch£rif, qui demanda pour lui k don Martin de Idiaquez, le 
secretaire du roi, une charge au Conseil de ville d'Utrera 39 ; le caid Youssef 
ben Brahimrecommanda 6galement de son c&te Gregorio de Salas ildiaquez 40 . 

Les Marocains attendaient dans une grande detresse et avec anxiete de 
pouvoir partir. Ils quittSrent enfin Utrera accompagnes par Juan Bautista de 
Miranda 41 et, le 15 avril 1595, de San Lucar de Barrameda, residence du 
due de Medina Sidonia, en-Nacer ecrivit k Philippe II qu'S. cause des diffi- 
cultes d'embarquement, il laisserait ses chevaux et qu'il de sir ait partir par 
Malaga pour aborder k Mellilla ; il suppliait le souverain de lui facilier son 
voyage 42 . Le 16 avril il etait dans le port andalou 43 . Des ordres avaient ete 
donnes au proveedor et au corregidor de Malaga pour que des navires fus- 
sent requisitionnes pour le passage des Marocains dont la misSre n'avait ces- 
s6 d'augmenter 44 . Officiellement le roi d'Espagne n'aidait pas le pretendant 
sa'dien k regagner le Maroc, car le cherif regnant n'avait toujours pas fait 
connaltre sa decision, mais deux navires de Malaga charges de bie et d'orge 
pour Melilla furent choisis pour assurer le transport de la petite troupe, et 
le dimanche 7 mai, Moulay en-Nacer prit la mer avec une suite de cent cin- 
quante personnes environ 45 . Un troisieme bateau emmena vingt chevaux amends 


36. Lettre du due de Medina Sidonia \ Martin de Idiaquez, 10 d^cembre 1594. - Ibid. 

- Original. 

37. Lettre de Philippe II au due de Medina Sidonia, 20 d§cembre 1594. - Ibid. - Minute. 

38. Lettre de Moulay en-Nacer au due de Medina Sidonia, Utrera, 16 janvier 1595. - 
Ibid. - Original avec signature arabe. La pension 6tait fournie par les finances portugaises. 

39. Lettre de Moulay en-Nacer a Martin de Idiaquez, Utrera, 7 f6vrier 1595. - Ibid . - 
Original avec signature arabe. 

40. Lettre de Youssef ben Brahim a Martin de Idiaquez, Utrera, 7 f6vrier 1595. - Ibid 
Original. 

41. Extrait d'une lettre de J. B. de Miranda au due de Medina Sidonia, 14 mai 1595. 
-Ibid. - Orignal avec signature arabe. 

42. Lettre de Moulay en-Nacer a Philippe II, San Lucar de Barrameda, 15 avril 1595. 

- Ibid . - Original avec signature arabe. 

43. Lettre du due de Medina Sidonia & Martin de Idiaquez, San Lucar de Barrameda , 
16 avril 1595. - Ibid. - Original. 

44. Lettre du due de Medina Sidonia a Philippe II, San Lucar de Barrameda, 15 avril 
1595. - Ibid. - Original. 

45. Lettre de Francisco Verdugo, proveedor de Malaga, au due de Medina Sidonia, 25 
avril 1595. - Ibid. - Original. 
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quand mfeme d'Utrera. Le proveedor Verdugo avait fourni les vivres n6ces- 
saires aux passagers qui d6barqu4rent le lendemain k Melilla 46 . L'ensemble 
des frais du voyage n'avait pas d4pass4 200 ducats 47 . 

Le retour au Maroc du pr4tendant devait se terminer de fagon tragique . 
Peu de temps apr4s son arriv4e, il put r4unir une arm4e, mais ilfutbattu 
une premiere fois le 3 avril k er-Roken par le fils de Moulay Ah'med el- 
Mangour, Moulay ech-Cheikh. L’ann4e suivante, le 18 mai 1596, un an apr4s 
avoir regagn4 son pays natal, Moulay en-Nacer trouva la mort k Tagmat oO 
ses troupes avaient 4t4 battues et oO il fut tu4 par les caids de son cousin 
Moulay ech-Cheikh 48 . Ne renouvelant pas la triste experience des Portugais 
lors de la bataille d'el-Qgar el Kebir, l'Espagne ne s'4tait pas immisc4e 
dans l'affaire du succession au trbne sa'dien, et la menace d’insurrection que 
fait souvent peser le nord du Maroc sur le gouvernement de F4s 4tait cette 
fois encore 4cart4e. 
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46. Lettre de J.B. de Miranda au due de Medina Sidonia, 14 mai 1595. -Ibid. - Copie. 

47. Lettres du due de Medina Sidonia & Martin de Idiaquez, 5 juin, 2 et 12 juillet 1595. 
-Ibid . - Originaux. 

48. Sur le retour de Moulay en-Nacer au Maroc, qu'il n'est pas de notre propos d’6tu- 
dier ici, consulter Les Sources Inedltes de l'Hlstoire du Maroc , ISre s6rie, France, t.II, 
p. 42, n. 1 et Angleterre, t.II, p. 89, sq. 



